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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Lincoln  and  Others 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Sayings  of  L. 


ABRAHAM     LINCOLN'S     AND  BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN'S  VIEWS  ON  SALESMANSHIP 

Probably  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Benjamin 
Franklin  were  the  outstanding  salesmen  of  their 
periods.  Benjamin  Franklin  sold  France  the  idea 
of  America's  independence.  Abraham  Lincoln,  a 
raw-boned  woodsman,  sold  himself  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  so  securely  that  he  was  finally  elected 
president. 

Here  is  what  Abraham  Lincoln  says  about  con- 
verting someone  to  your  cause: 

"If  you  would  win  a  man  to  your  cause,  first 
convince  him  that  you  are  his  sincere  friend. 

"Therein  is  a  drop  of  honey  that  catches  his 
heart,  which,  say  what  we  will,  when  once  gained, 
you  will  find  but  little  trouble  in  convincing  his 
judgment  of  your  cause — if  indeed  that  cause 
really  be  a  just  one. 

"On  the  contrary,  assume  to  dictate  to  his  judg- 
ment, or  to  command  his  action,  and  he  will  re- 
treat within  himself,  close  all  the  avenues  to  his 
head  and  his  heart;  and  though  your  cause  be 
naked  truth  itself,  and  though  you  throw  it  with 
more  than  herculean  force  and  precision,  you  will 
be  no  more  able  to  pierce  him  than  to  penetrate 
the  hard  shell  of  the  tortoise  with  a  rye  straw. 

"Such  is  man,  and  so  must  he  be  understood 
by  those  who  would  lead  him,  even  to  his  own 
best  interests." 

Here  is  what  Benjamin  Franklin  says  abot 
convincing  another  of  your  viewpoint : 

"Experience  has  taught  me  that  the  way  tv 
convince  another  is  to  state  your  case  moderately 
and  accurately,  and  then  scratch  your  head  or 
shake  it  a  little,  and  say  that  that  is  the  way  it 
seems  to  you,  but  that  of  course  you  may  be  mis- 
taken about  it;  which  causes  your  listener  to  re- 
ceive what  you  say.  and  as  like  as  not  turn  about 
and  try  to  convince  you  of  it  since  you  are  in 
doubt.  But  if  you  go  at  him  with  a  tone  of 
positiveness  and  arrogance  you  will  only  make  an 
opponent  of  him." 


Sayings  of  Lincoln 


February,  1929 


The  "Great  Emancipator"  And 
His  Son  Tad 

"Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might; 
and  in  that  faith  let  us  to  the  end  dare  to 
do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it." — Lincoln. 

LINCOLN 

1809-  Hum  in  Kentucky . 

1817 — Moved  to  Indiana. 

1830 —  Clerk  in  dr>  goods;  store. 

1832 — Defeated  for  Legislature. 

1839 — Became  Judge  in  I.  S.  Circuit  Court. 

1846 — Appointed  to  Lower  House  of  <  ongress. 

1848 —  Delivers  first  speech  in  Congress. 

1849 —  Defeated  for  Senator. 
18S8 — Elected  Senator. 

1861 — inaugurated  President. 

1861 — Issued  first  call  for  volunteers. 

1864 —  lie-elected  President. 

1865 —  Assassinated  in  Washington. 


February.  1929 


George  Washington 

1732—1799 

From  Lincoln's  "Lost  Address'  delivered  Feb- 
ruary. 1842,  and  but  recently  discovered 
in  the  files  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 

"Today  is  the  one  hundred  anil  tenth  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  Washington.  K  e  are 
met  to  celebrate  this  day.  Washington  is  the 
mightiest  name  on  earth  — long  since  mightiest 
in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  still  mightiest  in 
moral  reformation.  On  that  name  eulogy  is  ex- 
pected. 

"It  cannot  be.  To  add  brightness  to  the  sun, 
or  glory  to  the  mime  of  Washington  is  alike 
impossible.  Let  none  attempt  it.  In  solemn 
awe  let  /vs  prolamine  that  name  and  in  its 
nake  d,  deathless  splendor,  leave  it  shining  on." 


'•Stand  with  anybody  thai  stands  right 
Stand  with  him  while  he  is  right,  and  pent 
tlith  him  when  he  goes  wrong. 

—Abraham  Lim  «>i.v 


Taxes  are  paid  in  the  sweat  of  every 
man  who  labors. — Franklin  Delano  Roose- 
velt. 

Let  not  him  who  is  houseless  pull  down 
the  house  of  another,  but  let  him  work 
diligently  and  build  one  for  himself,  thus 
by  example  assuring  that  his  own  shall 
be  safe  from  violence  when  built. — Lin- 
coln in  reply  to  New  York  working-men, 


March  21,  1864,  Vol,  XXI,  Page  10. 


cKATIONAL  (REPUBLIC 

A  Magazine  of  Fundamental  Americani.m 


"Let  us  raise  a  standard  to  which  the  wise  and  the  honest 

may  repair."— Washington. 
"That  government  of  the  people,  by  ^J^;™™* 

PEOPLE,  SHALL  NOT  PERISH  FROM  THE  EARTH.  -LINCOLN. 
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THOUGHTS  FOR  TODAY 


"^e*  us  nave  *aitn  that  right  makes  might;  and  in 
yv  that  faith  let  us  to  the  end,  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we 
<V  understand  it."  — Abraham  Lincoln 

The  thing  that  hath  been,  It  Is  that  which  shall  be; 
and  that  which  is  done  Is  that  which  shall  be  done; 
and  there  is  no  new  thine;  under  the  son. — Ecclesias 


1. 


Grand  Old  Party: 
A  Variety  of  Views 

The  Republicans  have  a  habit  of  having 
three  bad  years  and  one  good  one,  and 
the  good  one  always  happens  to  be 
election  years. 

WILL  ROGERS 

■  ■  ■ 

Republicans  are  for  both  the  man  and 
the  dollar,  but  in  case  of  conflict  the 
man  before  the  dollar. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

■  ■  ■ 

!    The  Republican  Party  stands  for  a  wise 
and  regulated  individualism.  Socialism 
would  destroy  wealth;  Republicanism 
would  prevent  its  abuse. " 

REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM,  1908 

■  ■  ■ 

The  Republican  Party  either  corrupts 
its  liberals  or  it  expels  them. 

HARRY  S.TRUMAN 
From  "Crown's  Book  of  Political 
Quotations,"  by  Michael  Jackman,  Crown 
Publishers,  New  York,  1982 


Quotation  Marks 


"Poverty  is  no  disgrace,  but  it  is 
very  inconvenient."— Sidney  Smith. 

"The  heaviest  burden  for  a  man  to 
carry  m  the  afternoon  of  life  is  an 
empty  purse." — Persian. 

"Make  the  most  of  yourself  for  that 
is  all  there  is  of  you." 

— Ralph  Waldo  Emerson. 

"Every  time  a  man  uses  his  mind 
he  strengthens  it.  Every  tme  a  man 
uses  courage  he  makes  it  greater." 

— Cabot. 

"May  the  vast  future  not  have  to 
lament  that  you  have  neglected  it." 

— Abraham  Lincoln. 

"We  do  not  count  a  man's  years- 
until  he  has  nothing  else  to  count." 

— Ralph  Waldo  Emerson. 

"Nothing   is   particularly  hard  if 
you  divide  it  into  small  jobs." 

— Henry  Ford. 


Quotation  Marks 


"Poverty  is  no  disgrace,  but  it  is 
very  inconvenient."— Sidney  Smith. 

"The  heaviest  burden  for  a  man  to 
carry  m  the  afternoon  of  life  is  an 
empty  purse."— Persian. 

is  ault  °f  y°Ursdf  fof  ^at 

all  there  is  of  you." 

—Ralph  Waldo  Emerson. 
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A22  Thursday,  November  l,  1981 


The  Washiroton  Post 


"Lastly,  our  ancestors 
established  their  system 
of government  on  morality 
and  religions  sentiment. 
Moral  habits,  they  believed, 
cannot  safely  be  trusted  on 
any  other  foundation 
than  religious  principle, 
nor  any  government  be  secure 
which  is  not  supported  by  moral 
habits. " 

Daniel  WHkIlt 

"A  Disinurse  Delivered  al 

I'lvmuullnni  Dinmbcriii!.  IKS)" 


"Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits 
which  lead  to  a  political  prosperity 
religion  and  morality  are 
indispensable  supports  '.  In  vain 
would  that  man  claim  the  tribuk 
of  Patriotism,  who  should 
labour  to  subvert  these  great 
pillars  of  human  happiness . . . 

Geora^Vfeshihgton 

farewell  AdclR"" 
Sealemli'r  19.  17(111 


' .  Religion's 
Influence  On 
Public  Micy 
Has  Had 

ALong 


"Intelligence,  patriotism . . . 
and  a  firm  reliance  on  Him 
who  has  never  yet  forsaken  tins  favored  land 
are  still  competent  to  adjust  in  the  best  way 
all  our  present  difficulty. 

AWlanj'l.intjiln 

I  ir-l  In.iLieu'.il  ,Vl(li'e-.> 

March  I.  Mil 


Bisthguished 
Histoy 


Over  the  past  200  years  religion  has 
been  a  stabilizing  force  in  this  country. 
Suddenly  Americans  are  being  told  that 
religion  and  morality  were  never  meant 
to  influence  politics.  To  believe  this  would 
require  a  disregard  for  our  history — 
even  the  desertion  of  the  principles  of  our 
forefathers. 

The  values  of  religion  and  morality 
have  influenced  public  policy  from  our 
beginning  to  the  present.  Do  we  now 
separate  religion  from  politics  and  ignore 
our  nation's  heritage?  Think  about  it. 


••    "  We  have  no  government 
armed  in  power  capable  oj 
\ .      contending  in  human  passions 
T  unbridled  by  morality  and  religion. 
Our  Constitution  was  made  only  for  a  moral 
and  religious  people.  It  is  wholly  inadequate 
for  the  government  oj  any  other  " 


"It  is  the  duly  $ 
[  of  every  man  to  render 
I  to  the  Creator  such  homage 
>  and  such  only  as  he  believes  to 
i  be  acceptable  to  Him.  This  duly 

is  precedent,  both  in  order  of  time 
:  and  degree  of  obligation,  to  the  claims 
:  of  Civil  Society,  before  any  man  can  be  considered  as  a 
:  member  of  Civil  Society,  he  must  be  considered  as  a  subject 
'  of  the  Governor  of  the  Universe. " 

jarocs  .Vlailisiin  » 


"That  Cod  would 
be  pleased  lo  guide 
and  direct  the 
administration  of  the 
Federal  government  and 
those  of  the  several  states,  i. 
union,  so  thai  the  whole 
people  may  continue  to  be  y£ 
safe  and  happy  in  the  yf 
constitutional  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  liberties  and 
privileges,  and  our  governments  be  greatly  respected  at  home  and  abroad. ' 


led  As  A  I'i  hi <Y  Service  8>  I  In-  Arthur  S.  DcMnss  I'll 
150  Monument  Koail,  Bala  Cynwyd,  PA  19004 





